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when negotiations were in progress between the Powers, Germany has 
assumed a heavy responsibility. 

(Signed) Sazonof. 



No. 79. 



Note presented by the Austro-Hungarian Ambassador at St. Petersburg to 
the Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs on July 24 {August 6) 1914, 
at 6 p. m. 

On the instructions of his government, the undersigned, the Austro- 
Hungarian Ambassador, has the honor to inform his Excellency the 
Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs as follows: 

In view of the threatening attitude adopted by Russia in the conflict between the 
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy and Servia; and of the fact that, according to a com- 
munication from the Berlin Cabinet, Russia has seen fit, as a result of that conflict, 
to open hostilities against Germany; and whereas Germany is consequently at war 
with Russia; Austria-Hungary therefore considers herself also at war with Russia 
from the present moment. 

(Signed) Szapary. 



DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING THE WAR PUBLISHED BY 
THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT* 

(July 24-August 29) 
No. 1. 

Count Errembault de Dudzeele, Belgian Minister at Vienna, to Monsieur 
Davignon, Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Vienna, July 24, 1914. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith the text of the Austro- 
Hungarian ultimatum to Servia. 

(Signed) Comte Errembault 
De Dudzeele. 

* English translation reprinted from British " Command Paper," 7627, Miscel- 
laneous No. 12 (1914). The original French is also printed in that paper in a parallel 
column. 
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(Enclosure in No. 1) 

[Text of Austro-Hungarian note, for which see " Miscellaneous No. 6 
(1914)" No. 4, (Printed in Supplement to this Journal for October, 
1914, pp. 254-259).] 



No. 2. 



Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to the Belgian Ministers at Paris, 
Berlin, London, Vienna, and St. Petersburg 

Brussels, July 24, 1914. 

Sir: The Belgian Government have had under their consideration 
whether, in present circumstances, it would not be advisable to address 
to the Powers who guarantee Belgian independence and neutrality a 
communication assuring them of Belgium's determination to fulfil the 
international obligations imposed upon her by treaty in the event of a 
war breaking out on her frontiers. 

The government have come to the conclusion that such a communi- 
cation would be premature at present, but that events might move 
rapidly and not leave sufficient time to forward suitable instructions 
at the desired moment to the Belgian representatives abroad. 

In these circumstances I have proposed to the King and to my col- 
leagues in the Cabinet, who have concurred, to give you now exact in- 
structions as to the steps to be taken by you if the prospect of a Franco- 
German war became more threatening. 

I enclose herewith a note, signed but not dated, which you should 
read to the Minister for Foreign Affairs and of which you should give 
him a copy, if circumstances render such a communication necessary. 

I will inform you by telegram when you are to act on these instruc- 
tions. 

This telegram will be despatched when the order is given for the 
mobilization of the Belgian army if, contrary to our earnest hope and 
to the apparent prospect of a peaceful settlement, our information leads 
us to take this extreme measure of precaution. 

(Signed) Davignon. 
(Enclosure in No. 2) 

Sir: The international situation is serious, and the possibility of a 
war between several Powers naturally preoccupies the Belgian Govern- 
ment. 
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Belgium has most scrupulously observed the duties of a neutral state 
imposed upon her by the treaties of April 19, 1839; and those duties she 
will strive unflinchingly to fulfil, whatever the circumstances may be. 

The friendly feelings of the Powers towards her have been so often 
reaffirmed that Belgium confidently expects that her territory will re- 
main free from any attack, should hostilities break out upon her frontiers. 

All necessary steps to ensure respect of Belgian neutrality have never- 
theless been taken by the government. The Belgian army has been 
mobilized and is taking up such strategic positions as have been chosen 
to secure the defence of the country and the respect of its neutrality. 
The forts of Antwerp and on the Meuse have been put in a state of 
defence. 

It is scarcely necessary to dwell upon the nature of these measures. 
They are intended solely to enable Belgium to fulfil her international 
obligations; and it is obvious that they neither have been nor can have 
been undertaken with any intention of taking part in an armed struggle 
between the Powers or from any feeling of distrust of any of those 
Powers. 

In accordance with my instructions, I have the honor to communicate 
to your Excellency a copy of the declaration by the Belgian Govern- 
ment, and to request that you will be good enough to take note of it. 

A similar communication has been made to the other Powers guaran- 
teeing Belgian neutrality. 



No. 3. 

Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to the Belgian Ministers at Rome, 
The Hague, and Luxemburg 

Brussels, July 25, 1914- 
Sir: I have addressed an undated circular note, a copy of which is 
enclosed, to the Belgian representatives accredited to the Powers guar- 
anteeing the independence and neutrality of Belgium. 

Should the danger of a war between France and Germany become im- 
minent, this circular note will be communicated to the governments of 
the guaranteeing Powers, in order to inform them of our fixed deter- 
mination to fulfil those international obligations that are imposed upon 
us by the treaties of 1839. 

The communications in question would only be made upon telegraphic 
instructions from me. 
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If circumstances lead me to issue such instructions, I shall request 
you also, by telegram, to notify the government to which you are ac- 
credited of the step we have taken, and to communicate to them a copy 
of the enclosed circular note for their information, and without any re- 
quest that they should take note thereof. 

My telegram will inform you of the date to be given to the circular 
note, which you should be careful to fill in on the copy which you hand 
to the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

It is unnecessary to point out that this despatch and its enclosure 
should be treated as strictly confidential until the receipt of fresh instruc- 
tions from me. (Signed) Davignon. 

(Enclosure in No. 3) 

(See Enclosure in No. 2) 



No. 4. 



Monsieur Michotte de Welle, Belgian Minister at Belgrade, to Belgian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Belgrade, July 25, 1914- 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit to you herewith the text of the reply 
returned by the Servian Government to the Austro-Hungarian note of 
the 10 (23) July. (Signed) Michotte 

De Welle. 
(Enclosure in No. 4) 

[Text of the Servian reply, for which see "Miscellaneous No. 6, 
(1914)," No. 39, (Printed in Supplement to this Journal for October, 
1914, pp. 283-287).] 



No. 5. 



Communication made on July 26, 1914, by the Austro-Hungarian Legation 
at Brussels to the Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Monsieur Pashitch gave the reply of the Servian Government to the 
Austro-Hungarian note before 6 o'clock yesterday. This reply not 
having been considered satisfactory, diplomatic relations have been 
broken off and the Minister and staff of the Austrian Legation have left 
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Belgrade. Servian mobilization had already been ordered before 3 
o'clock. 



No. 6. 



Baron Beyens, Belgian Minister at Berlin, to Belgian Minister for 

Foreign Affairs 

(Telegram) 

Berlin, July 27, 1914. 
According to a telegram from the British Charge" d' Affaires at Bel- 
grade, the Servian Government have given way on all the points of the 
Austrian note. They even allow the intervention of Austrian officials 
if such a proceeding is in conformity with the usages of international 
law. The British Charge" d' Affaires considers that this reply should 
satisfy Austria if she is not desirous of war. Nevertheless, a more hope- 
ful atmosphere prevails here to-day, more particularly because hostili- 
ties against Servia have not begun. The British Government suggest 
mediation by Great Britain, Germany, France, and Italy at St. Peters- 
burg and Vienna in order to find some basis for compromise. Germany 
alone has not yet replied. The decision rests with the Emperor. 



No. 7. 
Belgian Minister at Vienna to Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

(Telegram) 

Vienna, July 28, 1914. 
The Minister for Foreign Affairs has notified me of the declaration 
of war by Austria-Hungary against Servia. 



No. 8. 



Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to the Belgian Ministers at Berlin, 
Paris, London, Vienna, St. Petersburg, Rome, The Hague, and 
Luxemburg 

Brussels, July 29, 1914. 
Sir: The Belgian Government have decided to place the army upon 
a strengthened peace footing. 
This step should in no way be confused with mobilization. 
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Owing to the small extent of her territory, all Belgium consists, in 
some degree, of a frontier zone. Her army on the ordinary peace footing 
consists of only one class of armed militia; on the strengthened peace 
footing, owing to the recall of three classes, her army divisions and her 
cavalry division comprise effective units of the same strength as those 
of the corps permanently maintained in the frontier zones of the neigh- 
boring Powers. 

This information will enable you to reply to any questions which 
may be addressed to you. (Signed) Davignon. 



No. 9. 



Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to the Belgian Ministers at Berlin, 

Paris, and London 

Brussels, July 31, 191 4. 
Sir: The French Minister came to show me a telegram from the 
Agence Havas reporting a state of war in Germany, and said: 

I seize this opportunity to declare that no incursion of French troops into Belgium 
will take place, even if considerable forces are massed upon the frontiers of your 
country. France does not wish to incur the responsibility, so far as Belgium is con- 
cerned, of taking the first hostile act. Instructions in this sense will be given to the 
French authorities. 

I thanked Monsieur Klobukowski for his communication, and I felt 
bound to observe that we had always had the greatest confidence in the 
loyal observance by both our neighboring states of their engagements 
towards us. We have also every reason to believe that the attitude of 
the German Government will be the same as that of the Government of 
the French Republic. (Signed) Davignon. 



No. 10. 



Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to all heads of Belgian missions 

abroad 

(Telegram) 

Brussels, July 31, 1914. 
The Minister of War informs me that mobilization has been ordered, 
and that Saturday, the 1st August, will be the first day. 

(Signed) Davignon. 
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No. 11. 

Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to the Belgian Ministers at Berlin, 

London, and Paris 

Brussels, July 31, 1914. 
Sir: The British Minister asked to see me on urgent business, and 
made the following communication, which he had hoped for some days 
to be able to present to me : Owing to the possibility of a European war, 
Sir Edward Grey has asked the French and German Governments 
separately if they were each of them ready to respect Belgian neutrality 
provided that no other Power violated it : 

In view of existing treaties, I am instructed to inform the Belgian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of the above, and to say that Sir Edward Grey presumes that Bel- 
gium will do her utmost to maintain her neutrality, and that she desires and expects 
that the other Powers will respect and maintain it. 

I hastened to thank Sir Francis Villiers for this communication, which 
the Belgian Government particularly appreciate, and I added that 
Great Britain and the other nations guaranteeing our independence 
could rest assured that we would neglect no effort to maintain our neu- 
trality, and that we were convinced that the other Powers, in view of 
the excellent relations of friendship and confidence which had always 
existed between us, would respect and maintain that neutrality. 

I did not fail to state that our military forces, which had been con- 
siderably developed in consequence of our recent re-organization, were 
sufficient to enable us to defend ourselves energetically in the event of 
the violation of our territory. 

In the course of the ensuing conversation, Sir Francis seemed to me 
somewhat surprised at the speed with which we had decided to mobilize 
our army. I pointed out to him that the Netherlands had come to a 
similar decision before we had done so, and that, moreover, the recent 
date of our new military system, and the temporary nature of the meas- 
ures upon which we then had to decide, made it necessary for us to take 
immediate and thorough precautions. Our neighbors and guarantors 
should see in this decision our strong desire to uphold our neutrality 
ourselves. 

Sir Francis seemed to be satisfied with my reply, and stated that his 
government were awaiting this reply before continuing negotiations with 
France and Germany, the result of which would be communicated to me. 

(Signed) Davignon. 
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No. 12. 

Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to the Belgian Ministers at Berlin, 

London, and Paris 

Brussels, July 81, 1914- 

Sir: In the course of the conversation which the Secretary-General 
of my Department had with Herr von Below this morning, he explained 
to the German Minister the scope of the military measures which we 
had taken, and said to him that they were a consequence of our desire 
to fulfil our international obligations, and that they in no wise implied 
an attitude of distrust towards our neighbors. 

The Secretary-General then asked the German Minister if he knew of 
the conversation which he had had with his predecessor, Herr von Flo- 
tow, and of the reply which the Imperial Chancellor had instructed the 
latter to give. 

In the course of the controversy which arose in 1911 as a consequence 
of the Dutch scheme for the fortification of Flushing, certain newspapers 
had maintained that in the case of a Franco-German war Belgian neu- 
trality would be violated by Germany. 

The Department of Foreign Affairs had suggested that a declaration 
in the German Parliament during a debate on foreign affairs would serve 
to calm public opinion, and to dispel the mistrust which was so regret- 
table from the point of view of the relations between the two countries. 

Herr von Bethmann-Hollweg replied that he had fully appreciated 
the feelings which had inspired our representations. He declared that 
Germany had no intention of violating Belgian neutrality, but he con- 
sidered that in making a public declaration Germany would weaken her 
military position in regard to France, who, secured on the northern 
side, would concentrate all her energies on the east. 

Baron van der Elst, continuing, said that he perfectly understood 
the objections raised by Herr von Bethmann-Hollweg to the proposed 
public declaration, and he recalled the fact that since then, in 1913, 
Herr von Jagow had made reassuring declarations to the Budget Com- 
mission of the Reichstag respecting the maintenance of Belgian neu- 
trality. 

Herr von Below replied that he knew of the conversation with Herr 
von Flotow, and that he was certain that the sentiments expressed at 
that time had not changed. 

(Signed) Davignon. 
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(Enclosure in No. 12) 

Belgian Minister at Berlin to Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Berlin, May 2, 1913. 
Sir: I have the honor to bring to your notice the declarations respect- 
ing Belgian neutrality, as published in the semi-official Norddeutsche 
Allgemeine Zeitung, made by the Secretary of State and the Minister 
of War, at the meeting of the Budget Committee of the Reichstag on 
April 29th: 

A member of the Social Democrat Party said: "The approach of a war between 
Germany and France is viewed with apprehension in Belgium, for it is feared that 
Germany will not respect the neutrality of Belgium." 

Herr von Jagow, Secretary of State, replied: "Belgian neutrality is provided for 
by international conventions and Germany is determined to respect those conven- 
tions." 

This declaration did not satisfy another member of the Social Democrat Party. 
Herr von Jagow said that he had nothing to add to the clear statement he had made 
respecting the relations between Germany and Belgium. 

In answer to fresh enquiries by a member of the Social Democrat Party, Herr 
von Heeringen, the Minister of War, replied: "Belgium plays no part in the causes 
which justify the proposed reorganization of the German military system. That 
proposal is based on the situation in the east. Germany will not lose sight of the 
fact that the neutrality of Belgium is guaranteed by international treaty." 

A member of the Progressive Party having once again spoken of Belgium, Herr 
von Jagow repeated that this declaration in regard to Belgium was sufficiently clear. 

(Signed) Baron Beyens. 



No. 13. 



Count de Lalaing, Belgian Minister at London, to Belgian Minister for 

Foreign Affairs 

(Telegram) 

London, August 1, 1911,.. 
Great Britain has asked France and Germany separately if they in- 
tend to respect Belgian territory in the event of its not being violated 
by their adversary. Germany's reply is awaited. France has replied 
in the affirmative. 
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No. 14. 
Belgian Minister at Berlin to Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

(Telegram) 

Beblin, August 1, 1914- 
The British Ambassador has been instructed to inquire of the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs whether, in the event of war, Germany would respect 
Belgian neutrality, and I understand that the Minister replied that he 
was unable to answer the question. 



No. 15. 



Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to the Belgian Ministers at Berlin, 

Paris, and London 

Brussels, August 1, 191 4- 
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the French Minister has made 
the following verbal communication to me : 

I am authorized to declare that, in the event of an international war, the French 
Government, in accordance with the declarations they have always made, will re- 
spect the neutrality of Belgium. In the event of this neutrality not being respected 
by another Power, the French Government, to secure their own defence, might find 
it necessary to modify their attitude. 

I thanked his Excellency and added that we on our side had taken 
without delay all the measures necessary to ensure that our independence 
and our frontiers should be respected. 

(Signed) Davignon. 



No. 16. 



Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Belgian Ministers at Paris, Berlin, 
London, Vienna, and St. Petersburg 

(Telegram) 

Brussels, August 1, 1914. 
Carry out instructions contained in my despatch of the 24th July. 

(Signed) Davignon. 

(See No. 2) 
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No. 17. 

Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Belgian Ministers at Rome, The 

Hague, Luxemburg 

(Telegram) 

Brussels, August 1, 1914- 
Carry out instructions contained in my despatch of the 25th July. 

(Signed) Davignon. 

(See No. 3) 



No. 18. 

Monsieur Eyschen, President of the Luxemburg Government to Belgian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 

(Telegram) 

Luxemburg, August 2, 1914. 
I have the honor to acquaint your Excellency with the following facts: 
According to information which has just reached the Grand Ducal 
Government, early on the morning of Sunday, August 2, German troops 
entered Luxemburg territory by the Wasserbillig and Remich bridges, 
proceeding more particularly towards the south and towards the town 
of Luxemburg, capital of the Grand Duchy. A certain number of ar- 
mored trains with troops and ammunition have passed along the railway 
from Wasserbillig to Luxemburg, where they are expected at any mo- 
ment. These incidents constitute acts plainly contrary to the neu- 
trality of the Grand Duchy, guaranteed by the Treaty of London of 
1867. The Luxemburg Government have not failed to protest vigorously 
to the German representative at Luxemburg against this act of aggres- 
sion. An identic protest will be telegraphed to the German Secretary 
of State at Berlin. (Signed) Eyschen. 



No. 19. 



Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Belgian Ministers at Paris, Berlin, 
London, Vienna, and St. Petersburg 

Brussels, August 2, 1914. 
Sir: I was careful to warn the German Minister through Monsieur 
de Bassompierre that an announcement in the Brussels press by Mon- 
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sieur Klobukowski, French Minister, would make public the formal 
declaration which the latter had made to me on the 1st August. When 
I next met Herr von Below he thanked me for this attention, and added 
that up to the present he had not been instructed to make us an official 
communication, but that we knew his personal opinion as to the feelings 
of security, which we had the right to entertain towards our eastern 
neighbors. I at once replied that all that we knew of their intentions, 
as indicated in numerous previous conversations, did not allow us to 
doubt their perfect correctness towards Belgium. I added, however, 
that we should attach the greatest importance to the possession of a 
formal declaration, which the Belgian nation would hear of with joy 
and gratitude. 

(Signed) Davignon. 



No. 20. 



Note presented by Herr von Below Saleske, German Minister at Brussels, 
to Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Imperial German Legation in Belgium. — Brussels, August 2, 1914. 

(Very Confidential) 

Reliable information has been received by the German Government 
to the effect that French forces intend to march on the line of the Meuse 
by Givet and Namur. This information leaves no doubt as to the in- 
tention of France to march through Belgian territory against Germany. 

The German Government cannot but fear that Belgium, in spite of 
the utmost goodwill, will be unable, without assistance, to repel so con- 
siderable a French invasion with sufficient prospect of success to afford 
an adequate guarantee against danger to Germany. It is essential for 
the self-defence of Germany that she should anticipate any such hostile 
attack. The German Government would, however, feel the deepest 
regret if Belgium regarded as an act of hostility against herself the fact 
that the measures of Germany's opponents force Germany, for her own 
protection, to enter Belgian territory. 

In order to exclude any possibility of misunderstanding, the German 
Government make the following declaration : 

1. Germany has in view no act of hostility against Belgium. In the 
event of Belgium being prepared in the coming war to maintain an atti- 
tude of friendly neutrality towards Germany, the German Government 
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bind themselves, at the conclusion of peace, to guarantee the possessions 
and independence of the Belgian Kingdom in full. 

2. Germany undertakes, under the above-mentioned condition, to 
evacuate Belgian territory on the conclusion of peace. 

3. If Belgium adopts a friendly attitude, Germany is prepared, in 
co-operation with the Belgian authorities, to purchase all necessaries 
for her troops against a cash payment, and to pay an indemnity for any 
damage that may have been caused by German troops. 

4. Should Belgium oppose the German troops, and in particular 
should she throw difficulties in the way of their march by a resistance 
of the fortresses on the Meuse, or by destroying railways, roads, tunnels, 
or other similar works, Germany will, to her regret, be compelled to 
consider Belgium as an enemy. 

In this event, Germany can undertake no obligations towards Bel- 
gium, but the eventual adjustment of the relations between the two 
states must be left to the decision of arms. 

The German Government, however, entertain the distinct hope that 
this eventuality will not occur, and that the Belgian Government will 
know how to take the necessary measures to prevent the occurrence of 
incidents such as those mentioned. In this case the friendly ties which 
bind the two neighboring states will grow stronger and more enduring. 



No. 21. 



Memorandum of an interview asked for at 1:30 a. m., on August 8, by 
Herr von Below Saleske, German Minister, with Baron van der Elst, 
Secretary-General to the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 

At 1 :30 a. m. the German Minister asked to see Baron van der Elst. 
He told him that he had been instructed by his Government to inform 
the Belgian Government that French dirigibles had thrown bombs, and 
that a French cavalry patrol had crossed the frontier in violation of 
international law, seeing that war had not been declared. 

The Secretary-General asked Herr von Below where these incidents 
had happened, and was told that it was in Germany. Baron van der 
Elst then observed that in that case he could not understand the object 
of this communication. Herr von Below stated that these acts, which 
were contrary to international law, were calculated to lead to the sup- 
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position that other acts, contrary to international law, would be com- 
mitted by France. 



No. 22. 

Note communicated by Monsieur Davignon, Belgian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, to Herr von Below Saleske, German Minister 

Brussels, August 8, 1914 (7 a. m.). 

The German Government stated in their note of the 2nd August, 
1914, that according to reliable information French forces intended to 
march on the Meuse via Givet and Namur, and that Belgium, in spite 
of the best intentions, would not be in a position to repulse, without 
assistance, an advance of French troops. 

The German Government, therefore, considered themselves compelled 
to anticipate this attack and to violate Belgian territory. In these cir- 
cumstances, Germany proposed to the Belgian Government to adopt a 
friendly attitude towards her, and undertook, on the conclusion of peace, 
to guarantee the integrity of the Kingdom and its possessions to their 
full extent. The note added that if Belgium put difficulties in the way 
of the advance of German troops, Germany would be compelled to 
consider her as an enemy, and to leave the ultimate adjustment of the 
relations between the two states to the decision of arms. 

This note has made a deep and painful impression upon the Belgian 
Government. 

The intentions attributed to France by Germany are in contradiction 
to the formal declarations made to us on August 1, in the name of the 
French Government. 

Moreover, if, contrary to our expectation, Belgian neutrality should 
be violated by France, Belgium intends to fulfil her international obliga- 
tions and the Belgian army would offer the most vigorous resistance to 
the invader. 

The treaties of 1839, confirmed by the treaties of 1870 vouch for the 
independence and neutrality of Belgium under the guarantee of the 
Powers, and notably of the Government of His Majesty the King of 
Prussia. 

Belgium has always been faithful to her international obligations, 
she has carried out her duties in a spirit of loyal impartiality, and she 
has left nothing undone to maintain and enforce respect for her neu- 
trality. 
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The attack upon her independence with which the German Govern- 
ment threaten her constitutes a flagrant violation of international law. 
No strategic interest justifies such a violation of law. 

The Belgian Government, if they were to accept the proposals sub- 
mitted to them, would sacrifice the honor of the nation and betray their 
duty towards Europe. 

Conscious of the part which Belgium has played for more than eighty 
years in the civilization of the world, they refuse to believe that the in- 
dependence of Belgium can only be preserved at the price of the viola- 
tion of her neutrality. 

If this hope is disappointed the Belgian Government are firmly re- 
solved to repel, by all the means in their power, every attack upon their 
rights. 



No. 23. 



Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to the Belgian Ministers at St. Peters- 
burg, Berlin, London, Paris, Vienna, The Hague 

(Telegram) 

Brussels, August 3, 1914. 

At 7 p. m. last night Germany presented a note proposing friendly 
neutrality. This entailed free passage through Belgian territory, while 
guaranteeing the maintenance of the independence of Belgium and of 
her possessions on the conclusion of peace, and threatened, in the event 
of refusal, to treat Belgium as an enemy. A time limit of twelve hours 
was allowed within which to reply. 

Our answer has been that this infringement of our neutrality would 
be a flagrant violation of international law. To accept the German pro- 
posal would be to sacrifice the honor of the nation. Conscious of her 
duty, Belgium is firmly resolved to repel any attack by all the means 
in her power. (Signed) Davignon. 



No. 24. 



Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to the Belgian Ministers at Paris, 
Berlin, London, Vienna, and St. Petersburg 

Brussels, August 3, 1914 (1® noon). 
Sir: As you are aware, Germany has delivered to Belgium an ulti- 
matum which expires this morning, 3rd August, at 7 a. m. As no act of 
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war has occurred up to the present, the Cabinet has decided that there 
is, for the moment, no need to appeal to the guaranteeing Powers. 

The French Minister has made the following statement to me upon 
the subject: — 

Although I have received no instructions to make a declaration from my govern- 
ment, I feel justified, in view of their well-known intentions, in saying that if the 
Belgian Government were to appeal to the French Government as one of the Powers 
guaranteeing their neutrality, the French Government would at once respond to 
Belgium's appeal; if such an appeal were not made it is probable, that — unless of 
course exceptional measures were rendered necessary in self-defence — the French 
Government would not intervene until Belgium had taken some effective measure 
of resistance. 

I thanked Monsieur Klobukowski for the support which the French 
Government had been good enough to offer us in case of need, and I in- 
formed him that the Belgian Government were making no appeal at 
present to the guarantee of the Powers, and that they would decide 
later what ought to be done. 

(Signed) Davignon. 



No. 25. 
His Majesty the King of the Belgians to His Majesty King George 

(Telegram) 

Brussels, August 3, 1914. 
Mindful of the numerous marks of friendship of your Majesty and 
of your Majesty's predecessors, as well as the friendly attitude of Great 
Britain in 1870 and of the proofs of sympathy which she has once again 
shown us, I make the supreme appeal to the diplomatic intervention 
of your Majesty's Government to safeguard the neutrality of Belgium. 

(Signed) Albert. 



No. 26. 
Belgian Minister at London to Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

(Telegram) 

London, August 3, 1914. 
I showed your telegram to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, who has 
laid it before the Cabinet. The Minister for Foreign Affairs has in- 
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formed me that if our neutrality is violated it means war with 
Germany. 

(Signed) Comte de Lalaing. 

(See No. 23) 



No. 27. 

German Minister at Brussels to Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

(The original is in French) 

Brussels, August 4, 1914 {6 a. m.). 
Sir: In accordance with my instructions, I have the honor to inform 
your Excellency that in consequence of the refusal of the Belgian Govern- 
ment to entertain the well-intentioned proposals made to them by the 
German Government, the latter, to their deep regret, find themselves 
compelled to take — if necessary by force of arms — those measures of 
defence already foreshadowed as indispensable, in view of the menace 
of France. 

(Signed) Von Below. 



No. 28. 



Note communicated by Sir Francis H. Villiers, British Minister at Brussels, 
to Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Brussels, August 4, 1914- 
I am instructed to inform the Belgian Government that if Germany 
brings pressure to bear upon Belgium with the object of forcing her to 
abandon her attitude of neutrality, His Britannic Majesty's Govern- 
ment expect Belgium to resist with all the means at her disposal. 

In that event, His Britannic Majesty's Government are prepared to 
join Russia and France, should Belgium so desire, in tendering at once 
joint assistance to the Belgian Government with a view to resisting any 
forcible measures adopted by Germany against Belgium, and also offer- 
ing a guarantee for the maintenance of the future independence and 
integrity of Belgium. 
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No. 29. 
Belgian Minister at The Hague to Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

The Hague, August 4, 1914. 

Sir: The Minister for Foreign Affairs told me yesterday evening that 
the Netherlands Government would perhaps be obliged, owing to the 
gravity of the present situation, to institute war buoying on the Scheldt. 

M. Loudon read me the draft of the note which would announce this 
decision to me. 

I have the honor to transmit to you herewith a copy of the note in 
question which was communicated to me yesterday evening. 

As you will observe, the Scheldt will only be closed at night. By day 
navigation will be possible, but only with Dutch pilots who have been 
furnished with the necessary nautical instructions. In this way both 
Dutch interests in the defence of their territory, and Belgian interests 
in the navigation of Antwerp will be safeguarded. 

You will note that the Netherlands Government further ask that in 
the event of the war buoying being carried out, we should cause the 
lightships Wielingen and Wandelaar to be withdrawn in order to facili- 
tate the maintenance of the neutrality of Dutch territory. 

I would point out that the phrase used in this note, "sailing up the 
Scheldt," is not sufficiently explicit; sailing down would be permitted 
under the same conditions. The Minister has, however, given me this 
assurance. 

As soon as the Netherlands Government have decided upon this ex- 
ceptional measure I shall be informed of it. 

About six hours are necessary to carry out war buoying. 

I will at once telegraph to you. 

(Signed) Baron Fallon. 

Note enclosed in No. 29 

The Netherlands Government may be compelled, in order to main- 
tain the neutrality of Dutch territory, to institute war buoying upon 
the Scheldt, that is to say, to move or modify a portion of the actual 
arrangement of buoys and lights. 

At the same time this special arrangement of buoys has been so drawn 
up that when it is brought into force it will still be possible, to sail up 
the Scheldt as far as Antwerp by day, but only with Dutch pilots who 
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have been furnished with the necessary nautical instructions. In thus 
acting the Netherlands Government are convinced that they will be 
able to serve equally both the Dutch interests in the defence of Nether- 
lands territory and Belgian interests in the navigation of Antwerp. 

After the establishment of war buoying on the Scheldt, there would 
be no further reason to enter the tidal water of Flushing at night, and 
as the presence of the lightships Wielingen and Wandelaar is not indis- 
pensable to navigation by day, the Netherlands Government would be 
much obliged if the Belgian Government would be good enough, in the 
event of the establishment of war buoying, to withdraw these boats 
in order to facilitate the maintenance of the neutrality of Dutch terri- 
tory. 



No. 30. 



Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Belgian Ministers at London and 

Paris 

(Telegram) 

Brussels, August 4, 1914. 
The General Staff announces that Belgian territory has been violated 
at Gemmenich. 

(Signed) Davignon. 



No. 31. 



Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Herr von Below Saleske, German 

Minister 

Brussels, August 4, 1914- 
Sir: I have the honor to inform your Excellency that from to-day the 
Belgian Government are unable to recognize your diplomatic status 
and cease to have official relations with you. Your Excellency will find 
enclosed the passports necessary for your departure with the staff of the 
legation. 

(Signed) Davignon. 
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No. 32. 

Herr von Below Saleske, German Minister, to Belgian Minister for Foreign 

Affairs 

Bbussels, August 4, 1914- 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency's 
note of the 4th August, and to inform you that I have entrusted the 
custody of the German Legation of Brussels to the care of my United 
States colleague. (Signed) De Below. 



No. 33. 



Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Baron Grenier, Belgian Minister 

at Madrid 

(Telegram) 

Bbussels, August 4, 1914- 
Please ask the Spanish Government if they will be good enough to 
take charge of Belgian interests in Germany, and whether in that event 
they will issue the necessary instructions to their Ambassador at Berlin. 

(Signed) Davignon. 



No. 34. 
Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Belgian Minister at Berlin. 

(Telegram) 

Bbussels, August 4, 1914- 
The German Minister is leaving to-night; you should ask for your 
passports. We are requesting the Spanish Government to authorize 
the Spanish Ambassador to be good enough to take charge of Belgian 
interests in Germany. (Signed) Davignon. 



No. 35. 

Belgian Minister at Berlin to Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Beblin, August 4, 1914- 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit to you herewith a translation of 
part of the speech made to-day in the Reichstag by the Imperial 
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Chancellor on the subject of the infamous violation of Belgian 
neutrality: 

We are in a state of legitimate defence and necessity knows no law. 

Our troops have occupied Luxemburg and have perhaps already entered Belgium. 
This is contrary to the dictates of international law. France has, it is true, declared 
at Brussels that she was prepared to respect the neutrality of Belgium so long as 
it was respected by her adversary. But we knew that France was ready to invade 
Belgium. France could wait; we could not. A French attack upon our flank in 
the region of the Lower Rhine might have been fatal. We were, therefore, com- 
pelled to ride roughshod over the legitimate protests of the Governments of Luxem- 
burg and Belgium. For the wrong which we are thus doing, we will make reparation 
as soon as our military object is attained. 

Anyone in such grave danger as ourselves, and who is struggling for his supreme 
welfare can only be concerned with the means of extricating himself; we stand side 
by side with Austria. 

It is noteworthy that Herr von Bethmann-Hollweg recognizes, with- 
out the slightest disguise, that Germany is violating international law 
by her invasion of Belgian territory and that she is committing a wrong 
against us. 

(Signed) Baron Beyens. 



No. 36. 
Belgian Minister at London to Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

London, August 4, 1914. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that in the House of Commons 
this afternoon the Prime Minister made a fresh statement with regard 
to the European crisis. 

After recalling the principal points set forth yesterday by Sir E. Grey, 
the Prime Minister read : 

1. A telegram received from Sir F. Villiers this morning which gave 
the substance of the second ultimatum presented to the Belgian Govern- 
ment by the German Government, which had been sent to you this 
morning. (See No. 27.) 

2. Your telegram informing me of the violation of the frontier at 
Gemmenich, a copy of which I have given to Sir A. Nicolson. 

3. A telegram which the German Government addressed to its Am- 
bassador in London this morning with the evident intention of mislead- 
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ing popular opinion as to its attitude. Here is the translation as pub- 
lished in one of this evening's newspapers: 

Please dispel any mistrust which may subsist on the part of the British Govern- 
ment with regard to our intentions, by repeating most positively the formal assur- 
ance that, even in the case of armed conflict with Belgium, Germany will, under no 
pretence whatever annex Belgian territory. 

Sincerity of this declaration is borne out by fact that we solemnly pledged our word 
to Holland strictly to respect her neutrality. 

It is obvious that we could not profitably annex Belgian territory without making 
at the time territorial acquisitions at the expense of Holland. 

Please impress upon Sir E. Grey that German army could not be exposed to French 
attack across Belgium, which was planned according to absolutely unimpeachable 
information. 

Germany had consequently to disregard Belgian neutrality, it being for her a 
question of life or death to prevent French advance. 

Mr. Asquith then informed the House that in answer to this note of 
the German Government the British Government had repeated their 
proposal of last week, namely, that the German Government should 
give the same assurances as to Belgian neutrality as France had given 
last week both to England and to Belgium. The British Cabinet al- 
lowed the Berlin Cabinet till midnight to reply. 

(Signed) Comte de Lalaing. 



No. 37. 
Belgian Minister at London to Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

(Telegram) 

London, August 4, 1914- 
The Minister for Foreign Affairs has informed the British Ministers 
in Norway, Holland, and Belgium, that Great Britain expects that 
these three kingdoms will resist German pressure and observe neutrality. 
Should they resist they will have the support of Great Britain, who is 
ready in that event, should the three above-mentioned governments 
desire it, to join France and Russia, in offering an alliance to the said 
governments for the purpose of resisting the use of force by Germany 
against them, and a guarantee to maintain the future independence and 
integrity of the three kingdoms. I observed to him that Belgium was 
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neutral in perpetuity. The Minister for Foreign Affairs answered : This 
is in case her neutrality is violated. 

(Signed) Comte de Lalaing. 



No. 38. 



Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Belgian Ministers in Paris, Lon- 
don, and St. Petersburg 

Brussels, August 4, 1914. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you of the course of recent events as 
regards the relations of Belgium with certain of the Powers which 
guarantee her neutrality and independence. 

On the 31st July the British Minister made me a verbal communica- 
tion according to which Sir E. Grey, in anticipation of a European war, 
had asked the German and French Governments separately if each of 
them were resolved to respect the neutrality of Belgium should that 
neutrality not be violated by any other Power. 

In view of existing treaties, Sir F. Villiers was instructed to bring this 
step to the knowledge of the Belgian Government, adding that Sir E. 
Grey presumed that Belgium was resolved to maintain her neutrality, 
and that she expected other Powers to respect it. 

I told the British Minister that we highly appreciated this communi- 
cation, which was in accordance with our expectation, and I added that 
Great Britain, as well as the other Powers who had guaranteed our in- 
dependence, might rest fully assured of our firm determination to main- 
tain our neutrality; nor did it seem possible that our neutrality could 
be threatened by any of those states, with whom we enjoyed the most 
cordial and frank relations. The Belgian Government, I added, had 
given proof of this resolution by taking from now on all such military 
measures as seemed to them to be necessitated by the situation. 

In his turn the French Minister made a verbal communication on 
August 1st to the effect that he was authorized to inform the Belgian 
Government that in case of an international war the French Govern- 
ment, in conformity with their repeated declarations, would respect 
Belgian territory, and that they would not be induced to modify their 
attitude except in the event of the violation of Belgian neutrality by 
another Power. 

I thanked his Excellency, and added that we had already taken all 
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the necessary precautions to ensure respect of our independence and 
our frontiers. 

On the morning of August 2nd I had a fresh conversation with 
Sir F. Villiers, in the course of which he told me that he had lost no time 
in telegraphing our conversation of July 31st to his government, and 
that he had been careful to quote accurately the solemn declaration 
which he had received of Belgium's intention to defend her frontiers 
from whichever side they might be invaded. He added: "We know that 
France has given you formal assurances, but Great Britain has received 
no reply from Berlin on this subject." 

The latter fact did not particularly affect me, since a declaration from 
the German Government might appear superfluous in view of existing 
treaties. Moreover, the Secretary of State had reaffirmed, at the meet- 
ing of the committee of the Reichstag of April 29th, 1913, "that the 
neutrality of Belgium is established by treaty which Germany intends 
to respect." 

The same day Herr von Below Saleske, the G* rman Minister, called 
at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs at 7 o'clock, and handed to me the 
enclosed note. (See No. 20.) The German Government gave the Bel- 
gian Government a time limit of twelve hours within which to com- 
municate their decision. 

No hesitation was possible as to the reply called for by the amazing 
proposal of the German Government. You will find a copy enclosed. 
(See No. 22.) 

The ultimatum expired at 7 a. m. on August 3rd. As at 10 o'clock no 
act of war had been committed, the Belgian Cabinet decided that there 
was no reason for the moment to appeal to the guaranteeing Powers. 

Towards mid-day the French Minister questioned me upon this 
point, and said: 

Although in view of the rapid march of events I have as yet received no instructions 
to make a declaration from my government, I feel justified, in view of their well- 
known intentions, in saying that if the Belgian Government were to appeal to the 
French Government as one of the Powers guaranteeing their neutrality, the French 
Government would at once respond to Belgium's appeal; if such an appeal were not 
made it is probable that — unless, of course, exceptional measures were rendered 
necessary in self-defence — the French Government would not intervene until Bel- 
gium had taken some effective measure of resistance. 

I thanked Monsieur Klobukowski for the support which the French 
Government had been good enough to offer us in case of need, and I 
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informed him that the Belgian Government were making no appeal at 
present to the guarantee of the Powers, and that they would decide 
later what ought to be done. 

Finally, at 6 a. m. on August 4th, the German Minister made the 
following communication to me. (See No. 27.) 

The Cabinet is at the present moment deliberating on the question 
of an appeal to the Powers guaranteeing our neutrality. 

(Signed) Davignon. 



No. 39. 

Belgian Minister at London to Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

(Telegram) 

London, August 4, 1914. 

Great Britain this morning called upon Germany to respect Belgian 
neutrality. The ultimatum says that whereas the note addressed by 
Germany to Belgium threatens the latter with an appeal to the force 
of arms if she opposes the passage of German troops; and whereas Bel- 
gian territory has been violated at Gemmenich; and whereas Germany 
has refused to give Great Britain a similar assurance to that given last 
week by France; therefore Great Britain must once again demand a 
satisfactory reply on the subject of the respect of Belgian neutrality 
and of the treaty to which Germany, no less than Great Britain, is a 
signatory. The ultimatum expires at midnight. 

In consequence of the British ultimatum to Germany, the British 
proposal which I telegraphed to you is cancelled for the time being. 

(Signed) Comte de Lalaing. 

(See No. 37) 



No. 40. 



Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to British, French, and Russian 

Ministers at Brussels 

Brussels, August 4, 1914- 
Sir: The Belgian Government regret to have to announce to your 
Excellency that this morning the armed forces of Germany entered 
Belgian territory in violation of treaty engagements. 
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The Belgian Government are firmly determined to resist by all the 
means in their power. 

Belgium appeals to Great Britain, France, and Russia to co-operate 
as guaranteeing Powers in the defence of her territory. 

There should be concerted and joint action, to oppose the forcible 
measures taken by Germany against Belgium, and, at the same time, 
to guarantee the future maintenance of the independence and integrity 
of Belgium. 

Belgium is happy to be able to declare that she will undertake the 
defence of her fortified places. 

(Signed) Davignon. 



No. 41. 
Belgian Minister at London to Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

(Telegram) 

London, August 5, 1914- 
Germany, having rejected the British proposals, Great Britain has 
informed her that a state of war existed between the two countries as 
from 11 o'clock. 

(Signed) Comte de Lalaing. 



No. 42. 



Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to the Belgian Ministers at Paris, 
London, and St. Petersburg 

(Telegram) 

Brussels, August 5, 1914. 
After the violation of Belgian territory at Gemmenich, Belgium ap- 
pealed to Great Britain, France, and Russia through their representa- 
tives at Brussels, to co-operate as guaranteeing Powers in the defence 
of her territory. 
Belgium undertakes the defence of her fortified places. 

(Signed) Davignon. 
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No. 43. 

Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to the Belgian Ministers at Paris, 
London, and St. Petersburg 

Brussels, August 5, 1914. 

Sir: In my despatch of August 4 (see No. 38) I had the honor to in- 
form you of the sequence of events which had attended the interna- 
tional relations of Belgium from July 31st to August 4th. I added that 
the Cabinet was considering the question whether Belgium, whose terri- 
tory had been invaded since the morning, should appeal to the guarantee 
of the Powers. 

The Cabinet had decided in the affirmative when the British Minister 
informed me that the proposal which he had communicated to me, and 
according to which the British Government were disposed to respond 
favorably to our appeal to her as a guaranteeing Power, was cancelled 
for the time being. (See No. 37.) 

A telegram from London made it clear that this change of attitude 
was caused by an ultimatum from Great Britain giving Germany a time 
limit of ten hours within which to evacuate Belgian territory and to 
respect Belgian neutrality. (See No. 39.) During the evening, the 
Belgian Government addressed to France, Great Britain, and Russia, 
through their respective representatives at Brussels, a note, of which a 
copy is enclosed herewith. (See No. 40.) 

As you will observe, Belgium appeals to Great Britain, France, and 
Russia to co-operate as guaranteeing Powers in the defence of her terri- 
tory and in the maintenance for the future of the independence and 
integrity of her territory. She will herself undertake the defence of her 
fortified places. 

As yet we are not aware how our appeal has been received. 

(Signed) Davignon. 



No. 44. 



Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to the Belgian heads of missions in all 
countries having diplomatic relations with Belgium 

Brussels, August 5, 1914- 
Sir: By the treaty of April 18, 1839, Prussia, France, Great Britain, 
Austria, and Russia declared themselves guarantors of the treaty con- 
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eluded on the same day between His Majesty the King of the Belgians 
and His Majesty the King of the Netherlands. The treaty runs: "Bel- 
gium shall form a state independent and perpetually neutral." Belgium 
has fulfilled all her international obligations, she has accomplished her 
duty in a spirit of loyal impartiality, she has neglected no effort to main- 
tain her neutrality and to cause that neutrality to be respected. 

In these circumstances the Belgian Government have learnt with 
deep pain that the armed forces of Germany, a Power guaranteeing 
Belgian neutrality, have entered Belgian territory in violation of the 
obligations undertaken by treaty. 

It is our duty to protest with indignation against an outrage against 
international law provoked by no act of ours. 

The Belgian Government are firmly determined to repel by all the 
means in their power the attack thus made upon their neutrality, and 
they recall the fact that, in virtue of Article 10 of The Hague Conven- 
tion of 1907 respecting the rights and duties of neutral Powers and per- 
sons in the case of war by land, if a neutral Power repels, even by force, 
attacks on her neutrality such action cannot be considered as a hostile 
act. 

I have to request that you will ask at once for an audience with the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and read this despatch to his Excellency, 
handing him a copy. If the interview cannot be granted at once you 
should make the communication in question in writing. 

(Signed) Davignon. 



No. 45. 
Belgian Minister at Berlin to Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

(Telegram) 

Berlin, August 5, 1914. 
I have received my passports and shall leave Berlin to-morrow morn- 
ing for Holland with the staff of the legation. 

(Signed) Baron Beyens. 
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No. 46. 

Belgian Minister at Madrid to Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

(Telegram) 

St. Sebastian, August 5, 1914- 
The Spanish Government undertake the custody of Belgian interests 
in Germany, and are to-day sending telegraphic instructions to their 
Ambassador at Berlin. 

(Signed) Baron Grenier. 
(See No. 33) 



No. 47. 



Baron Guillaume, Belgian Minister at Paris, to Belgian Minister for 

Foreign Affairs 

Paris, August 5, 1914. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of the notification of a 
state of war between France and Germany, which has been communi- 
cated to me to-day. 

(Signed) Baron Guillaume. 

(Enclosure in No. 47) 

Whereas the Imperial German Government have allowed their armed 
forces to cross the frontier and to indulge in divers acts of murder and 
violence on French territory; and whereas they have violated the neu- 
trality of the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg, in contravention of the 
provisions of the Convention of London of May 11, 1867, and of the Con- 
vention of The Hague of October 18, 1907, respecting the rights and 
duties of neutral Powers and persons in the case of war on land (Arti- 
cles 1-11), to which conventions the German Government were signator- 
ies; and whereas they have addressed an ultimatum to the Belgian Gov- 
ernment in order to secure the passage of the German forces through 
Belgian territory, thereby violating the treaties of April 19, 1839, also 
signed by them, and of the above-mentioned Hague Convention; 

They have declared war against France on August 3, 1914, at 6:45 p. m. 

Therefore the French Government are themselves obliged in these 
circumstances to resort to arms. 
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The French Government therefore have the honor hereby to inform 
the Belgian Government that a state of war exists between France and 
Germany as from August 3, at 6:45 p. m. 

The French Government protest to all civilized nations, and more 
particularly to the signatory governments of the conventions and treaties 
alluded to above, against Germany's violation of her international 
undertakings; the French Government reserve to themselves any action 
respecting reprisals which they may feel impelled to take against an 
enemy who pays so little regard to his plighted word. 

The French Government, desirous of observing the principles of in- 
ternational law, will, on condition of reciprocity, act, during hostilities, 
in conformity with the provisions of the international conventions signed 
by France on the subject of the rights of war on land and on sea. 

This notification, which is made in accordance with Article 2 of the 
said Second Hague Convention of October 18, 1907, respecting the 
opening of hostilities, is communicated to the Belgian Minister at Paris 
on August 5, 1914, at 2 p. m. 



No. 48. 



Communication of August 5, British Minister at Brussels to Belgian Minis- 
ter for Foreign Affairs 

I am instructed to inform the Belgian Government that His Britannic 
Majesty's Government consider joint action with a view to resisting 
Germany to be in force and to be justified by the treaty of 1839. 



No. 49. 

Belgian Minister at London to Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

(Telegram) 

London, August 5, 1914- 
Great Britain agrees to take joint action in her capacity of guarantee- 
ing Power for the defence of Belgian territory. The British fleet will 
ensure the free passage of the Scheldt for the provisioning of Antwerp. 

(Signed) Comte de Lalaing. 
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No. 50. 

Belgian Minister at The Hague to Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

(Telegram) 

The Hague, August 5, 1914. 
The war buoying is about to be established. 

(Signed) Baron Fallon. 
(See No. 29) 



No. 51. 

Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Belgian Minister at Madrid 

(Telegram) 

Brussels, August 5, 1914. 
Please express to the Spanish Government the sincere thanks of the 
Belgian Government. (Signed) Davignon. 

(See No. 46) 



No. 52. 



Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to the Belgian Ministers at Paris, 
London, and St. Petersburg 

Brussels, August 5, 1914. 
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the French and Russian 
Ministers made a communication to me this morning informing me 
of the willingness of their governments to respond to our appeal, and to 
co-operate with Great Britain in the defence of Belgian territory. 

(Signed) Davignon. 



No. 53. 



Jonkheer de Weede, Netherlands Minister at Brussels, to Belgian Minister 

for Foreign Affairs 

Brussels, August 6, 1914. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit to your Excellency herewith a copy 
of the special edition of the Staatscourant, containing the declaration of 
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the neutrality of the Netherlands in the war between Belgium and 
Germany, and between Great Britain and Germany. 

(Signed) Jonkheer de Weede. 

(Enclosure to No. 53) 

Laws, Decrees, Nominations, &c. 

Ministries of Foreign Affairs, Justice, Marine, War, and the Colonies 

The Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Justice, Marine, War, and the Colo- 
nies, authorized to that effect by Her Majesty the Queen, make known 
to all whom it may concern that the Netherlands Government will ob- 
serve strict neutrality in the war which has broken out between Great 
Britain and Germany, and Belgium and Germany, Powers friendly to 
the Netherlands, and that, with a view to the observance of this neu- 
trality, the following dispositions have been taken: 

Article 1 

Within the limits of the territory of the state, including the territory 
of the Kingdom in Europe and the colonies and possessions in other 
parts of the world, no hostilities of any kind are permitted, neither may 
this territory serve as a base for hostile operations. 

Article 2 

Neither the occupation of any part of the territory of the state by a 
belligerent nor the passage across this territory by land is permitted to 
the troops or convoys of munitions belonging to the belligerents, nor is 
the passage across the territory situated within the territorial waters 
of the Netherlands by the warships or ships assimilated thereto of the 
belligerents permitted. 

Article 3 

Troops or soldiers belonging to the belligerents or destined for them 
arriving in the territory of the state by land will be immediately dis- 
armed and interned until the termination of the war. 

Warships or ships assimilated thereto belonging to a belligerent, 
who contravenes the provisions of Articles 2, 4 or 7 will not be permitted 
to leave the said territory until the end of the war. 
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Article 4 

No warships or ships assimilated thereto belonging to any of the bel- 
ligerents shall have access to the said territory. 

Article 5 

The provisions of Article 4 do not apply to : 

1. Warships or ships assimilated thereto which are forced to enter 
the ports or roadsteads of the state on account of damages or the state of 
the sea. Such ships may leave the said ports or roadsteads as soon as 
the circumstances which have driven them to take shelter there shall 
have ceased to exist. 

2. Warships or ships assimilated thereto belonging to a belligerent 
which anchor in a port or roadstead in the colonies or oversea possessions 
exclusively with the object of completing their provision of foodstuffs 
or fuel. These ships must leave as soon as the circumstances which 
have forced them to anchor shall have ceased to exist, subject to the 
condition that their stay in the roadstead or port shall not exceed twenty- 
four hours. 

3. Warships or ships assimilated thereto belonging to a belligerent 
employed exclusively on a religious, scientific, or humanitarian mission. 

Article 6 

Warships or ships assimilated thereto belonging to a belligerent may 
only execute such repairs in the ports and roadsteads of the state as are 
indispensable to their seaworthiness, and they may in no way increase 
their fighting capacities. 

Article 7 

Warships or ships assimilated thereto belonging to a belligerent who 
may at the commencement of war be within the territory of the state 
must leave within twenty-four hours from the moment of the publica- 
tion of this declaration. 

Article 8 

If warships or ships assimilated thereto belonging to different bellig- 
erents find themselves at the same time, in the conditions set forth in 
Article 5, in the same part of the world and within the territory of the 
state, a delay of at least twenty-four hours must elapse between the de- 
parture of each respective belligerent ship. Except in special circum- 
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stances, the order of departure shall be determined by the order of ar- 
rival. A warship or ship assimilated thereto belonging to a belligerent 
may only leave the territory of the state twenty-four hours after the 
departure of a merchant ship which flies the flag of another belligerent. 

Article 9 

Warships or ships assimilated thereto belonging to a belligerent to 
which Articles 5 and 7 are applicable may only be provisioned with food- 
stuffs in the ports and roadsteads of the country to the extent necessary 
to bring their provisions up to the normal limit in time of peace. 

Similarly they can only be supplied with fuel to the extent necessary 
to enable them, with the stock they already have on board, to reach 
the nearest port of their own country. 

The same vessel cannot again be provided with fuel until a period of 
at least three months shall have elapsed since it was last provisioned in 
the territory of the state. 

Article 10 

A prize may only be brought into Dutch territory if such prize is 
unnavigable, or unseaworthy, or short of fuel or foodstuffs. 

Such prize must leave as soon as the reasons which caused her to enter 
Dutch territory cease'to exist. 

Should such prize fail to do so, immediate orders shall be given her 
to leave. In the event of a refusal, all possible means shall be employed 
to liberate the prize, with her officers and crew, and to intern the crew 
placed on board by the belligerent who has taken it as prize. 

Article 11 

It is forbidden, in state territory, to form a corps of combatants or to 
open recruiting offices on behalf of the belligerents. 

Article 12 

It is forbidden, in state territory, to take service on board warships 
or ships assimilated thereto. 

Article 13 

It is forbidden, in state territory, to equip, arm, or man vessels in- 
tended for military purposes on behalf of a belligerent, or to furnish or 
deliver such vessels to a belligerent. 
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Article 14 

It is forbidden in state territory to supply arms or ammunition to 
warships or ships assimilated thereto belonging to a belligerent, or to 
come to their assistance in any manner whatsoever with a view to aug- 
ment their crew or their equipment. 

Article 15 

It is forbidden in state territory failing previous authorization by 
the competent local authorities, to repair warships or ships assimilated 
thereto belonging to a belligerent, or to supply them with victuals or 
fuel. 

Article 16 

It is forbidden in state territory to take part in the dismantling or 
repairing of prizes, except in so far as is necessary to make them sea- 
worthy; also to purchase prizes or confiscated goods, and to receive 
them in exchange, in gift, or on deposit. 

Article 17 

The state territory comprises the coastal waters to a distance of 3 
nautical miles, reckoning 60 to the degree of latitude, from low-water 
mark. 

As regards inlets, this distance of 3 nautical miles is measured from a 
straight line drawn across the inlet at the point nearest the entrance 
where the mouth of the inlet is not wider than 10 nautical miles, reckon- 
ing 60 to the degree of latitude. 

Article 18 

Further, attention is called to Articles 100, Section 1, and 205 of the 
Penal Code; "Indisch Staatsblad," 1905, No. 62; Article 7, Section 4, 
of the law respecting the status of Netherlands nationality, and respect- 
ing domicile (" Nederlandsch Staatsblad," 1892, No. 268; 1910, No. 216) ; 
Article 2, No. 3, of the law respecting the status of Netherlands na- 
tionality "(Nederlandsch Staatsblad," 1910, No. 55; "Indisch Staats- 
blad," 1910, No. 296; Articles 54 and 55 of the Penal Code of Surinam; 
Articles 54 and 55 of the Penal Code of Curacoa) . 

Similarly, the attention of commanding officers, owners, and char- 
terers of ships is called to the dangers and inconveniences to which they 
would expose themselves by disregarding the effective blockade of 
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belligerents, by carrying contraband of war, or military despatches for 
belligerents (except in the course of the regular postal service), or by 
rendering them other transport services. 

Any person guilty of the acts aforesaid would expose himself to all 
the consequences of those acts, and would not be able, as regards them, 
to obtain any protection or intervention on the part of the Netherlands 
Government. 



No. 54. 



Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Baron Fallon, Belgian Minister 

at The Hague 

(Telegram) 

Brussels, August 6, 1914- 

Please communicate the following note to the Netherlands Govern- 
ment: 

The Belgian Government have taken note of the establishment of 
war buoying on the Scheldt and of the fact that the Netherlands Gov- 
ernment will ensure the maintenance of navigation. 

It would be convenient that navigation should be possible from 30 
minutes before sunrise to 30 minutes after sunset, and that the exchange 
of pilots should take place at Bath. 

With every desire to fall in with the requests of the Netherlands Gov- 
ernment, the Belgian Government think that it is desirable in the in- 
terests of the littoral ports to retain the lightships of Wielingen and of 
Wandelaar, and also the buoys of the Wielingen Channel. 

(Signed) Davignon. 
(See No. 50) 



No. 55. 

Belgian Minister at The Hague to Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

(Telegram) 

The Hague, August 6, 1914- 
Navigation on the Scheldt is allowed from daybreak and so long as it 
is light. The Wielingen buoys will be replaced. The exchange of pilots 
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at Hansweert is easier and better organized. Are you particularly 
anxious to have Bath? (Signed) Baron Fallon. 



No. 56. 
Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Belgian Minister at The Hague 

(Telegram) 

Brussels, August 7, 1914- 
Please express to the Netherlands Government the sincere thanks of 
the Belgian Government for the measures taken to secure navigation 
on the Scheldt. The Belgian Government are in agreement with the 
Netherlands Government on the subject of the extent of navigation. 
They had proposed Bath, but accept Hansweert, since this port has 
better facilities for the exchange of pilots. (Signed) Davignon. 



No. 57. 

Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to the Belgian Ministers at Paris and 

London 

(Telegram) 

Brussels, August 7, 1914- 
Belgium trusts that the war will not be extended to Central Africa. 
The Governor of the Belgian Congo has received instructions to main- 
tain a strictly defensive attitude. Please ask the French Government 
[British Government] where they intend to proclaim the neutrality of 
the French Congo [British colonies in the conventional basin of the 
Congo], in accordance with Article 11 of the General Act of Berlin. A 
telegram from Boma reports that hostilities are probable between the 
French and Germans in the Ubangi. (Signed) Davignon. 



No. 58. 



Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to the Belgian Ministers at Paris and 

London 

Brussels, August 7, 1914. 
Sir: With reference to my telegram of this morning, I have the honor 
to request you to bring to the notice of the French [British] Government 
the following information: 
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While instructions have been sent to the Governor-General of the 
Congo to take defensive measures on the common frontiers of the Belgian 
colony and of the German colonies of East Africa and the Cameroons, 
the Belgian Government have suggested to that officer that he should 
abstain from all offensive action against those colonies. 

In view of the civilizing mission common to colonizing nations, the 
Belgian Government desire, in effect, for humanitarian reasons, not to 
extend the field of hostilities to Central Africa. They will, therefore, 
not take the initiative of putting such a strain on civilization in that 
region, and the military forces which they possess there will only go 
into action in the event of their having to repel a direct attack on their 
African possessions. 

I should be glad to learn whether the French [British] Government 
share this view and in that case whether it is their intention, during the 
present conflict, to avail themselves of Article 11 of the General Act of 
Berlin to neutralize such of their colonies as are contained in the con- 
ventional basin of the Congo. 

I am addressing an identic communication to your colleague at 
London [Paris]. 

(Signed) Davignon. 



No. 59. 

Belgian Minister at Paris to Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Paris, August 8, 1914. 

Sir: I have had the honor of speaking to the President of the Republic 
with respect to your telegram of yesterday. I had received it during 
the evening and had immediately communicated it to the Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs. They asked for time to consider it before answering. 

Monsieur Poincare has promised me to speak on this subject to-day 
to the Minister of the Colonies. At first sight he could see little difficulty 
in proclaiming the neutrality of the French Congo, but he nevertheless 
reserves his reply. He believes that acts of war have already taken place 
in the Ubangi. He has taken the opportunity to remind me that the 
protection accorded us by France extends also to our colonies and that 
we have nothing to fear. 

(Signed) Baron Guillaume. 
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No. 60. 

Belgian Minister at The Hague to Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

(Telegram) 

The Hague, August 9, 1914. 

The Netherlands Minister for Foreign Affairs has begged me to con- 
vey to you the following information, the United States Minister at 
Brussels having declined to do so. 

The fortress of Li£ge has been taken by assault after a brave defence. 
The German Government most deeply regret that bloody encounters 
should have resulted from the attitude of the Belgian Government 
towards Germany. Germany is not coming as an enemy into Belgium, 
it is only through the force of circumstances that she has had, owing to 
the military measures of France, to take the grave decision of entering 
Belgium and occupying Liege as a base for her further military opera- 
tions. Now that the Belgian army has upheld the honor of its arms by 
its heroic resistance to a very superior force, the German Government 
beg the King of the Belgians and the Belgian Government to spare 
Belgium the further horrors of war. The German Government are ready 
for any compact with Belgium which can be reconciled with their ar- 
rangements with France. (See No. 70.) Germany once more gives her 
solemn assurance that it is not her intention to appropriate Belgian 
territory to herself and that such an intention is far from her thoughts. 
Germany is still ready to evacuate Belgium as soon as the state of war 
will allow her to do so. 

The United States Ambassador had asked his colleague to undertake 
this attempt at mediation. The Minister for Foreign Affairs has ac- 
cepted this mission without enthusiasm. I have undertaken it to oblige 
him. (Signed) Baron Fallon. 



No. 61. 

Belgian Minister at Paris to Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

(Telegram) 

Paris, August 9, 1914. 
The French Government are strongly inclined to proclaim the neu- 
trality of the possessions in the conventional basin of the Congo and are 
begging Spain to make the suggestion at Berlin. 

(Signed) Baron Guillaume. 
(See No. 59) 
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No. 62. 
Belgian Minister at The Hague to Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

The Hague, August 10, 1914. 

Sir: In response to a call on the telephone, yesterday evening at 
9 o'clock, I went to the Department for Foreign Affairs. 

Jonkheer Loudon told me that my German colleague had just left 
his room, and had handed him a document which the United States 
representative at Brussels had declined to forward to you. 

The United States official in charge of the German Legation at Brus- 
sels stated that he had received no special instructions from Washington 
to intervene officially with the Belgian Government in the interest of 
Germany. 

The United States Minister consequently telegraphed to his colleague 
at The Hague, who informed the German representative of Mr. Whit- 
lock's refusal. 

The German Government, therefore, took the initial step by approach- 
ing the United States Ambassador at Berlin. 

In these circumstances, and in view of the urgency of these matters, 
Herr von Miiller begged Jonkheer Loudon to act as the intermediary of 
the German Government in this negotiation with you. 

His Excellency read me the German text of the document. I did not 
hide my astonishment at this attempt at mediation, and its poor chance 
of success in this form; but, solely in order to oblige the Netherlands 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, I promised to telegraph to you immediately; 
and this I did yesterday. 

You will find the German document enclosed in original and transla- 
tion. 

(Signed) Baron Fallon. 

[Enclosure 1 in No. 62, being the original German of which enclosure No. 2 follow- 
ing is the translation, is omitted from this Supplement.] 

(Enclosure 2 in No. 62) 

The fortress of Liege has been taken by assault after a brave defence. 
The German Government most deeply regrets that bloody encounters 
should have resulted from the Belgian Government's attitude towards 
Germany. Germany is not coming as an enemy into Belgium. It is 
only through the force of circumstances that she has had, owing to the 
military measures of France, to take the grave decision of entering 
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Belgium and occupying Liege as a base for her further military opera- 
tions. Now that the Belgian army has upheld the honor of its arms in 
the most brilliant manner by its heroic resistance to a very superior 
force, the German Government beg the King of the Belgians and the 
Belgian Government to spare Belgium the horrors of war. The German 
Government are ready for any compact with Belgium which can in any 
way be reconciled with their arrangements with France. Germany 
gives once more her solemn assurance that she has not been animated 
by the intention of appropriating Belgian territory for herself, and that 
such an intention is far from her thoughts. Germany is still ready to 
evacuate Belgium as soon as the state of war will allow her to do so. 

The United States Ambassador here concurs in this attempt at media- 
tion by his colleague in Brussels. 



No. 63. 

Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Belgian Minister at The Hague 

(Telegram) 

Brussels, August 10, 1914. 
The Belgian Government have received the proposals made to them 
by the German Government through the intermediary of the Nether- 
lands Government. They will forward a reply shortly. 

(Signed) Davignon. 
(See No. 62 and Enclosures) 



No. 64. 

Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Belgian Minister at The Hague 

(Telegram) 

Brussels, August 10, 1914. 
Doubt exists as to the meaning of the word "Auseinandersetzung," 
which you translate by "arrangement." Please ascertain whether the 
German Government have in mind any arrangements which we may 
have come to with France, or a settlement of the dispute between France 
and Germany. (Signed) Davignon. 
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No. 65. 



Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to the British, Russian, and French 

Ministers at Brussels 

Brussels, August 10, 1914. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform your Excellency that the Belgian 
Minister at The Hague, at the request of the Netherlands Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, has forwarded to us the following proposal from the 
German Government. (See No. 62, enclosure 2.) 

The Belgian Government propose to return the following reply to this 
communication : 

The proposal made to us by the German Government repeats the proposal formu- 
lated in their ultimatum of August 2. Faithful to her international obligations, Bel- 
gium can only reiterate her reply to that ultimatum, the more so as since August 3 
her neutrality has been violated, a distressing war has been waged on her territory, 
and the guarantors of her neutrality have responded loyally and without delay to 
her appeal. 

The Belgian Government consider that the Powers guaranteeing the 
neutrality of Belgium should have cognizance of these documents. 

(Signed) Davignon. 



No. 66. 

Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to the Belgian Ministers at London, 
Paris, and St. Petersburg 

Brussels, August 10, 1914. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you of the circumstances which led 
to the departure of the Belgian representative from Luxemburg. 

The general officer commanding the German troops in the Grand 
Duchy of Luxemburg informed the German Minister in that town, on 
August 8th, of the desire of the military authorities for the departure 
of the Belgian representative at the Grand Ducal Court. 

Herr von Buch addressed to Monsieur Eyschen, President of the 
government, a note, of which the following is a translation: 

Luxemburg, 
August 8, 1914. 
Your Excellency, 

In consequence of the completely hostile attitude adopted by Belgium towards 
Germany, the military authorities find themselves obliged to insist upon the depar- 
ture of the Belgian Minister from Luxemburg. 
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His Excellency the general officer commanding begs Count van den Steen de Jehay 
to arrange his journey home in such a way that he may be able, within twenty-four 
hours, to see General von Ploetz at Coblentz, with a view to settling the details of the 
further stages of his journey. It is impossible for him to travel except via Treves- 
Coblentz. 

(Signed) Von Buch. 

Monsieur Eyschen forwarded this note the same day to Count van 
den Steen de Jehay, accompanied by a letter in the following terms: 

Luxemburg, 

August 8, 1914. 
Sir, 

I greatly regret to have to communicate to you the enclosed copy of a note from 
the German Minister, informing me that the German military authorities demand 
your departure. 

You will find in it the conditions which they attach thereto. 

Herr von Buch told me that the military authorities advise you to travel by rail- 
way, as an attempt to carry out your journey by motor would expose you to being 
too frequently stopped for reasons connected with the control of the roads. But 
the choice is left to you. 

The German Minister will come to me for your answer. 

I cannot tell you how painful it is to me to fulfil my present task. I shall never 
forget the pleasant relations which have existed between us, and I hope that your 
journey may be carried out under the best possible conditions. 

(Signed) Eyschen. 

The Belgian Government, considering that the Grand Ducal Govern- 
ment had no choice in their attitude, and that the course they had been 
obliged to adopt in no way implied any discourteous intention towards 
the King of the Belgians or towards Belgium, decided that there was no 
reason, in these circumstances, for requesting the Luxemburg Charge 
d' Affaires to leave Belgium. 

(Signed) Davignon. 



No. 67. 



Mr. Whitlock, United States Minister at Brussels, to Belgian Minister for 

Foreign Affairs 

Brussels, August 11, 1914. 
Sir: The United States Legation received a telegram to-day from 
Washington, conveying the information that the United States Govern- 
ment had, at the request of the German Government, consented, as 
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a matter of international courtesy, to undertake the protection of Ger- 
man subjects in Belgium. 

In accordance with the instructions contained in this telegram, we 
will, therefore, if you see no objection, undertake to use our good and 
friendly offices with the Belgian Government for the protection of Ger- 
man subjects. The pleasant relations which we have had with you in 
this matter up to the present convince me that we may continue them 
with the same object on the same pleasant footing. 

(Signed) Brand Whitlock. 



No. 68. 

British Minister at Brussels to Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Brussels, August 11, 1914. 
Sir: I have telegraphed to Sir E. Grey the German communication 
and the proposed reply. 

I have received instructions to express to your Excellency the entire 
concurrence of His Britannic Majesty's Government. The latter can 
only declare their approval of the terms of the reply which the Belgian 
Government propose to give to this attempt to sow discord between the 
Powers at present united for the defence of the treaties violated by Ger- 
many. 

(Signed) F. H. Villiers. 
(See No. 65) 



No. 69. 



Monsieur Klobukowski, French Minister at Brussels, to Belgian Minister 

for Foreign Affairs 

Brussels, August 11, 1914. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform your Excellency that the French 
Government give their entire concurrence to the reply which the Belgian 
Government propose to return to the new German ultimatum. 

That reply is one which was to be expected from a government and a 
people who have so heroically resisted the hateful violation of their 
territory. 
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France will continue to fulfil her duties as a guaranteeing Power of 
Belgian neutrality and as a faithful friend of Belgium. 

(Signed) Klobukowski. 

(See No. 65) 



No. 70. 

Belgian Minister at The Hague to Belgian Minister for Foreign A fairs 

(Telegram) 

The Hague, August 12, 1914. 
The German text contained a mistake: instead of "seine Auseinander- 
setzung," it should read "ihre," and thus be translated "their conflict 
with France." (Signed) Baron Fallon. 

(See No. 64) 



No. 71. 
Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Belgian Minister at The Hague 

(Telegram) 

Brussels, August 12, 1914. 
Please communicate the following telegram to the Netherlands 
Minister for Foreign Affairs: 

The proposal made to us by the German Government repeats the proposal which 
was formulated in the ultimatum of August 2nd. Faithful to her international obli- 
gations, Belgium can only reiterate her reply to that ultimatum, the more so as 
since August 3rd, her neutrality has been violated, a distressing war has been waged 
on her territory, and the guarantors of her neutrality have responded loyally and 
without delay to her appeal. 

(Signed) Davignon. 



No. 72. 

Monsieur Sazonof, Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs, to Belgian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs 

(Telegram) 

St. Petersburg, August IS, 1914. 
Please thank the Belgian Government for their communication, and 
express to them the pleasure which the Russian Government feel at the 
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firm and dignified attitude, upon which they are heartily to be con- 
gratulated. (Signed) Sazonof. 

(See No. 65) 



No. 73. 
Belgian Minister at The Hague to Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

The Hague, August 13, 1914. 

Sir: I had the honor to receive your telegram of yesterday, and I at 
once communicated to the Netherlands Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
the Belgian reply to the second German proposal. 

His Excellency undertook to forward the Belgian communication 
to the German Minister forthwith. (Signed) Baron Fallon. 

(See No. 71) 



No. 74. 
Belgian Minister at Paris to Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Paris, August 16, 191 4. 

Sir: In the course of a conversation which I had this morning with 
Monsieur de Margerie, I turned the conversation to colonial affairs 
and to the action which you had instructed me to take in your tele- 
gram and your despatch of the 7th instant. 

Monsieur de Margerie reminded me that the French Government 
had approached Spain, but the latter had not answered before knowing 
the views of Great Britain. It seems that the latter has still given no 
answer. 

Monsieur de Margerie considered that in view of the present situation 
Germany should be attacked wherever possible; he believes that such 
is also the opinion of Great Britain, who certainly has claims to satisfy; 
France wishes to get back that part of the Congo which she had been 
compelled to give up in consequence of the Agadir incident. 

Monsieur de Margerie added that a success would not be difficult 
to obtain. (Signed) Baron Guillaume. 

(See Nos. 57 and 58) 
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No. 75. 
Belgian Minister at London to Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

London, August 17, 1914- 

Sir: In reply to your despatch of August 7th, I have the honor to 
inform you that the British Government cannot agree to the Belgian 
proposal to respect the neutrality of the belligerent powers in the con- 
ventional basin of the Congo. 

German troops from German East Africa have already taken the 
offensive against the British Central African Protectorate. Further- 
more, British troops have already attacked the German port of Dar-es- 
Salaam, where they have destroyed the wireless telegraphy station. 

In these circumstances, the British Government, even if they were 
convinced from the political and strategical point of view of the utility 
of the Belgian proposal, would be unable to adopt it. 

The British Government believe that the forces they are sending to 
Africa will be sufficient to overcome all opposition. They will take every 
step in their power to prevent any risings of the native population. 

France is of the same opinion as Great Britain on account of German 
activity which has been noticed near Bonar and Ekododo. 

(Signed) Count de Lalaing. 

(See Nos. 57 and 58) 



No. 76. 



Monsieur Tombeur, Belgian Vice-Governor of the Katanga, to Monsieur 
Renkin, Belgian Minister for the Colonies 

(Telegram) 

Elizabethville, August 26, 1914. 
The Germans are continuing their skirmishes on Tanganyika and 
attacked the port of Lukuga, on August 22nd. Two of their natives 
were killed and two wounded. Fresh attacks are expected. 

(Signed) Tombeur. 
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No. 77. 

Count Clary and Aldringen, Austro-Hungarian Minister at The Hague, 
to Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

(Telegram) 

'Forwarded through the Netherlands Minister for Foreign Affairs.) 

The Hague, August 28, 1914. 
On the instructions of my government, I have the honor to inform 
your Excellency as follows : 

Whereas Belgium, having refused to accept the proposals made to her on several 
occasions by Germany, is affording her military assistance to France and Great 
Britain, both of which Powers have declared war upon Austria-Hungary, and whereas 
as has just been proved, Austrian and Hungarian nationals in Belgium have had to 
submit, under the very eyes of the Belgian authorities, to treatment contrary to 
the most primitive demands of humanity and inadmissible even towards subjects of 
an enemy state, therefore Austria finds herself obliged to break off diplomatic rela- 
tions and considers herself from this moment in a state of war with Belgium. I 
am leaving the country with the staff of the legation and I am entrusting the pro- 
tection of Austrian interests to the United States Minister in Belgium. The Austro- 
Hungarian Government are forwarding his passports to Count Errembault de Dud- 
zeele. 

(Signed) Clary. 



No. 78. 
Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Belgian Minister at The Hague 

(Telegram) 

Antwerp, August 29, 1914- 
Please inform the Austrian Legation through the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs that I have received Austria-Hungary's declaration of war 
against Belgium, and add the following: 

Belgium has always entertained friendly relations with all her neighbors without 
distinction. She had scrupulously fulfilled the duties imposed upon her by her neu- 
trality. If she has not been able to accept Germany's proposals, it is because those 
proposals contemplated the violation of her engagements toward Europe, engage- 
ments which form the conditions of the creation of the Belgian Kingdom. She has 
been unable to admit that a people, however weak they may be, can fail in their 
duty and sacrifice their honor by yielding to force. The government have waited, 
not only until the ultimatum had expired, but also until Belgian territory had been 
violated by German troops, before appealing to France and Great Britain, guarantors 
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of her neutrality, under the same terms as are Germany and Austria-Hungary, to 
co-operate in the' name and in virtue of the treaties in defence of Belgian territory. 
By repelling the invaders by force of arms, she has not even committed an hostile 
act as laid down by the provisions of Article 10 of The Hague Convention respecting 
the rights and duties of neutral Powers. 

Germany herself has recognized that her attack constitutes a violation of interna- 
tional law, and, being unable to justify it, she has pleaded her strategical interests. 

Belgium formally denies the allegation that Austrian and Hungarian nationals 
have suffered treatment in Belgium contrary to the most primitive demands of 
humanity. 

The Belgian Government, from the very commencement of hostilities, have issued 
the strictest orders for the protection of Austro-Hungarian persons and property. 

(Signed) Davignon. 



No. 79. 

Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Belgian Ministers abroad 

Antwerp, August 29, 191/ f . 
Sir: Under date of the 17th August, I addressed a despatch to the 
Belgian Minister at London, in which I felt bound to call attention to 
certain allegations made by the German Government which are men- 
tioned in the Blue Book recently published by the British Government. 
I have the honor to enclose for your information a copy of the despatch 
in question and of its enclosures. 

I request that you will bring its contents to the notice of the govern- 
ment to which you are accredited. 

(Signed) Davignon. 
(Enclosure 1 in No. 79) 

Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to Belgian Minister at London 

Brussels, August 17, 191 4- 

Sir: The Blue Book recently published by the British Government 

contains (see No. 122) [Supplement to this Journal for October, 1914, 

p. 350] the text of a telegram despatched from Berlin on the 31st July 

by Sir E. Goschen to Sir E. Grey, in which the following passage occurs: 

It appears from what he [his Excellency the Secretary of State] said, that the 
German Government consider that certain hostile acts have already been committed 
by Belgium. As an instance of this, he alleged that a consignment of corn for Ger- 
many had been placed under an embargo already. 

The incident to which the German Secretary of State alluded in 
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his conversation with Sir E. Goschen, and which he considered as an 
hostile act on the part of Belgium, doubtless refers to the application of 
the Royal decree of the 30th July, which provisionally prohibited the 
export from Belgium of certain products. As you will see from the ex- 
planation in the following paragraph, the incident with which we are 
reproached has in no wise the character which Germany has wished to 
attribute to it. 

The Royal decrees dated the 30th July and published in the Moniteur 
beige the following day forbade, provisionally, the export, both by land 
and by sea of a series of products, more especially of cereals. On the 
31st July the German Minister at Brussels called my attention to the 
fact that the Antwerp customs were detaining cargoes of grain addressed 
to Germany, which, as they were merely transshipped in our port, were 
in reality only in transit. Herr von Below Saleske requested that the 
vessels carrying these cargoes should be allowed to depart freely. The 
very day on which the German Minister's request was received, the 
Foreign Office brought the matter to the notice of the Ministry of 
Finance, and the following day, the 2nd August, that Department in- 
formed us that instructions had been forwarded to the Belgian Customs 
giving full and entire satisfaction to Germany. 

I cannot do better than enclose, for your information, copies of the 
correspondence exchanged on this subject with Herr Below Saleske. 
You will observe that nothing in our attitude can be taken as showing 
any hostile dispositions towards Germany; the steps taken by the Bel- 
gian Government at that time were nothing more than those simple 
precautions which it is the right and duty of every state to adopt in 
such exceptional circumstances. 

It would be as well that you should address a communication to the 
British Government in order to explain the real facts of the case. 

(Signed) Davignon. 

(Enclosure 2 in No. 79) 
German Minister at Brussels to Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs 

Bbussels, July 31, 1914. 

Sir: I am informed from Antwerp that the Customs have forbidden 
the despatch of vessels containing cargoes of grain for Germany. 

In view of the fact that it is not in this case a question of the export 
of grain, but of grain in transit, the goods in question having been merely 
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transshipped at Antwerp, I have the honor to ask your good offices 
in order that the vessels in question may be allowed to leave for Germany. 

At the same time I beg your Excellency to inform me if the port of 
Antwerp is closed for the transit of those goods specified in the Moniteur 
of to-day. 

Awaiting your Excellency's reply at your earliest possible convenience, 
I have, &c. (Signed) de Below Saleske. 

(Enclosure 3 in No. 79) 

Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to German Minister at Brussels. 

Brussels, August 1, 1914- 
Sir: In reply to your Excellency's note of the 31st July, I have the 
honor to inform you that the Belgian decree of the 30th July concerns 
only the export and not the transit of the products mentioned. 

I at once communicated your note to the Minister of Finance and 
begged him to issue precise instructions to the Customs officials in order 
that any error in the application of the above mentioned decree might 
be avoided. (Signed) Davignon. 

(Enclosure 4 in No. 79) 

Belgian Minister for Foreign Affairs to German Minister at Brussels 

Brussels, August 8, 1914- 
Sir: With reference to the note which your Excellency was good 
enough to address to me on the 31st July, I have the honor to inform you 
that the Minister of Finance has instructed the Customs that the pro- 
hibitions established by the Royal decrees of the 30th July last, only 
apply to actual exports, and do not, therefore, extend to goods regularly 
declared in transit at the time of import. Moreover, when duty free 
goods are declared to be for actual consumption, although they are 
really intended .for export, they are commonly the object of special dec- 
larations of free entry, which are considered as transit documents. In 
short, if it should happen that such goods had been declared as for con- 
sumption without restriction, as though they were to remain in the 
country, the Customs would still allow them to leave the country as soon 
as it had been duly established by despatch receipts, bills of lading, &c, 
that they were to be exported forthwith in transit. 

I would add that the export of grain with which your note deals was 
authorized on the 1st August. (Signed) Davignon. 



